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Ediforial

Judy and I were in Mauritius last month to celebrate the marriage of our
youngest son. There were 24 attending the ceremony which took place in
a wonderful setting on the edge of the ocean. A memorable occasion. Its
been a while now since our family all went on the same holiday. The
happy couple honeymooned ‘on safari’ in South Africa. Are weddings
getting more elaborate? Judy and I married in a Registry Office followed
by a honeymeon in a Pembrokeshire B&B. Only three more children to
go!l. Maybe they’ll be modern and settle for a civil partnership.

We are going to see The Sound of Music. 1 booked tickets before the
contest for a new Julie Andrews was announced - I know Judy enjoyed
the film. I can’t imagine though that the show will be as good as the
Christmas Show being put on in the Church Room on Sunday 10th. I was
very lucky to get 2 tickets for this performance. They are like gold dust.

Then, just before Christmas 1 have organised a family outing to see
Spamalot - if you are a Monty Python fan then I’m told this show is a
very enjoyable occasion.

Touch wood the new gate posts on Lines Hill have survived. The speed
of some cars on this stretch of road beggars belief - it might help if the
speed limits in the village could be extended out to include all of Moat
Lane and my stretch of road.

I am struggling to answer the question “What would you like for Christ-
mas?’. The older I get the more difficult I find it a question to answer. I

enjoy giving presents and | do enjoy unwrapping presents - but what do I

want? Good health and happiness would be perfect - 1 happily wish that
for you all. '

I would like to thank all those regular contributors to the Chronicle for
their marvelious efforts during the past year, not forgetting the children
who inspired this year’s front pages. Please keep sending your articles
and news items for the Chronicle. Many thanks also to John Whyte, Phil
Corrigan and Andy Bystra and the team of distributors whose unsung
efforts mean so much to the success of our Parish Magazine.

Judy and I wish all our friends in Aston Abbotts 2 Happy Christmas and

a prosperous New Year. Vory . :
R SRR & P SUR VR =N &

Countryside Diaries by Peter Knight

Allotment Diary by Peter Shorrock

®

New Crossword by Rod Rothero

Title Page many thanks to Harry Bystra (aged 4) who
drew our Christmas front cover. Ed
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Alison’s Gossip Column

December

* Ivan Greenaway
Phil. Spooner
i Sue Bale
Allison Hewitt
. Bridgettte Guitierrez

. Rosie Manning

» Stella Howell

" Kevin Copping
Claire Barnett
Derek Ludlam
Michael Ellis

» Peter Curry
Jane Copping

. Robert Smith

- Shirley Hanlon
Nicholas Osborn

~ Val Smith

. Mollie Poulter

Don't forget to tell us about your birthdays,

anniversaries, etc, so that we can send you a greeting

in the Gossip Column

Nigel, Sally and Anthony Palmer wish all their friends
in Aston Abbotts a Merry Christmas and Very Happy

New Year As usual we will be making a charitable

You may like to take advantage of a new business
enterprise in the village. For a small fee, Ray Wilkin-
son offers to landscape the INTERIOR of your car.
All you need to do is choose your plants and Ray
will provide as much soil and other hard landscaping
items as you require — soil can be delivered through
windows or sunroofs by means of a JCB, then gently
raked to the required position in your car. Patent
pending. (Seriously Ray, we hope you have recov-
ered from your ‘Earth moving’ experience) !!

Congratulations to the Brandon family who have a
new baby in their midst. Jack was born to Karen &
Rob Hunter on 28™ October weighing in at a massive
9lbs 100z.

Belated birthday Congrats to Percy Humphrys who
was 80 on November 19%.

Also to John Whyte who’s not 80 but was 60 on No-
vember 23",

Xmas Greetings to all their friends in the village
from:

Francesca & Bob Bean, Deirdre & John Whyte, Al-
ison & Dave Lewis, Margaret & Tony Hinds,Sally &
Richard Clarke, Carole & Phil Spooner and Brigitte
& Juan Gutierrez.

Peter Shorrock sends good wishes to all his friends
for a very happy Christmas

and a prosperous New Year

Andy & Rita

wish all their friends

a very Happy Christmas

and a healthy and prosperous 2007

donation rather than sending cards.

_ Geoff and April Curnow LOST PROPERTY
ition’ v idi would like to wish . .
Last edition’s cockerel was l,udmg on e Left in the Parish
page 32 Parrott Brothers - it’s appro- their friends Ch h
priate that th’ls is a very Happy Christmas urch,
the cockerel’s 4 i ’ brell
(turkey) final ap- and gen eman’'s umoprelia.
pearance a Healthy and Happy Telephone 680449
New Year
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Aston Hoorin q

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!
All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?
All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)

YOU EXERCISE TO MUSIC...
.. CLASSES TO sutT YOU

STRETCH AND TONE

AEROBICS

‘FAT BURNING FUN'
For those wanting to improve
heart and lung function

. while toning
LEGS, BUMS AND TUMS.

Ideal for those wishing to focus
on whole body
JOINT MOBILITY, MUSCLE
STRENGTH AND TONE.

Also suitable for Mature Movers
and Beginners
£3.50, 7 - 7.55 PM

Intermediate leve/
£3.50, 8.05 - 9 PM

W<>0ZO0Z

WINGRAVE SCHOOL, TWELVE LEYS, WINGRAVE
‘DO THE DOUBLE" FOR £6 OR BOOK ANY COURSE COMBINATION
IN ADVANCE AND GET ONE CLASS, PER COURSE, FREE

CALL SANDY, YMCA PSI REP, 07881 968676, YOUbeingwell
Hinstarys 11™ Sepremberiliill
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Christmas and New Year Rubbish

Refuse Collections over the Christmas period are as follows:-
Thursday 28th December will now be Saturday 30th December
Thursday 4th January will now be Saturday 6th January
Thursday 11th January will now be Friday 12th January

'The Friends of Whitchurch Surgery would like to
thank all those who supported us on the two flu jab
Saturdays. £570. was raised.'

Sheila Nuttall

IS THERE A SANTA CLAUS?

o

5.

. No known species of reindeer can fly. BUT there are 300,000

An in depth discussion.

species of living organisms yet to be classified, and while most
of these are insects and germs, this does not COMPLETELY
rule out flying reindeer which only Santa has ever seen.

There are 2 billion children (persons under 18) in the world. BUT since Santa doesn't (appear) to han-
dle the Muslim, Hindu, Jewish and Buddhist children, that reduces the workload to 15% of the total -
378 million according to Population Reference Bureau. At an average (census) rate of 3.5 children per
household, that's 91.8 million homes. One presumes there's at least one good child in each.

Santa has 31 hours of Christmas to work with, thanks to the different time zones and the rotation of the
earth, assuming he travels east to west (which seems logical). This works out to 822.6 visits per sec-

~ ond. This is to say that for each Christian household with good children, Santa has 1/1000th of a sec-

ond to park, hop out of the sleigh, jump down the chimney etc, get back into the sleigh and move on to
the next house. Assuming that each of these 91.8 million stops are evenly distributed around the earth
(which, of course, we know to be false but for the purposes of our calculations we will accept), we are
now talking about .78 miles per household, a total trip of approx 75 million miles, not counting stops
to do what most of us must do at least once every 31 hours, plus feeding etc. This means that Santa's
sleigh is moving at 650 miles per second, 3,000 times the speed of sound. For the purposes of compari-
son, the fastest man-made vehicle on earth, the Ulysses space probe, moves at a pokey 27.4 miles per
second - a conventional reindeer can run, tops, 15 miles per hour.

The payload on the sleigh adds another interesting element. Assuming that each child gets nothing
more than a medium-sized Lego set (2 pounds), the sleigh is carrying 321,300 tons, not counting Santa,
who is invariably described as overweight. On land, conventional reindeer can pull no more than 300
pounds. Even granting that "flying reindeer" (see point #1) could pull TEN TIMES the normal amount,
we cannot do the job with eight, or even nine. We need 214,200 reindeer. This increases the payload -
not even counting the weight of the sleigh - to 353,430 tons. Again, for comparison - this is four times
the weight of the Queen Elizabeth. 353,000 tons travelling at 650 miles per second creates enormous
air resistance - this will heat the reindeer up in the same fashion as spacecrafts re-entering the earth's
atmosphere. The lead pair of reindeer will absorb 14.3 QUINTILLION joules of energy. Per second.
Each. In short, they will burst into flame almost instantaneously, exposing the reindeer behind them,
and create deafening sonic booms in their wake. The entire reindeer team will be vaporized within 4.26
thousandths of a second. Santa, meanwhile, will be subjected to centrifugal forces 17,500 times greater
than gravity. A 250-pound Santa (which seems ludicrously slim) would be pinned to the back of his
sleigh by 4,315,015 pounds of force.

Don’t care what they say — I believe in Santa. Hope he calls at my house. Ed
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AL STAR L

Neil Chesher®
Musical Directo,

Dave Lewis

Electrician

ASTON ABBOTTS 10th DECEMBER - Limited Tickets Available
Tickets from John Whyte 681685 - going fast (already seen on ebay)
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Letters to the Editor

From April Curnow

BONFIRE NIGHT

Great fun was had on the recreation ground on Sun-
day November 5th. The bonfire was lit at 6.30pm
and a large crowd of people enjoyed hot dogs,
mulled wine and wonderfully warming soup before
the fireworks display which seemed to go on forever
“and was as spectacular as always.

Special thanks to all the chaps who work so hard
each year to organise the setting off of the fireworks
and who make this event so good. Thanks also must
go to the ladies who prepared and served the refresh-
ments.

The profit of £125 will go towards the "village cele-
bration" on June 24th next year when we will be en-
tertaining the Czech and Slovak Ambassadors and
members their Embassies.

IN THE PINK AT WINGRAVE SCHOOL

Children at Wingrave Church of England Combined
School held a Pink Day on Tuesday 7" November in
aid of cancer research.

Year Two children wrote about the day:

Paige age 6 wrote:

On Tuesday it was Pink Day. At lunch time there
were pink cakes and pink lollies. It was nice, I said
“Yummy Yummy” and I just had to eat more cakes!
I said “Yummy Yummy” every bite I took of a cake.
They were delicious. The lollies were delicious too.
We raised £500 and everyone was wearing pink.
That is why we called it Pink Day.

George age 7 wrote:

Wingrave School had a pink day on Tuesday and we
dressed up in pink and gave 50p. We bought cakes
and lollies. We had a raffle after school and raised
£500 for scientists to find a medicine or tablet for
breast cancer. The day was a success and everyone
enjoyed it.

Ed aged 6 wrote:

On Tuesday 7" November we held a Pink Day to
help scientists to make a cure for breast cancer. At
lunch we had cakes and most of the people in my
class wore pink. After school we held a raffle. The

school raised £500 and gave it to the scientists. I had

lots of fun.

From a Reader — name and address supplied

I am writing to thank you for publishing the picture
of Dave Lewis on the back page of last month’s
Chronicle. As a regular reader of your splendid
magazine I have often wondered what Dave Lewis
looked like as I would like to meet the gentleman
himself.

Suffice it to say that, having seen last month’s pic-
ture I have no difficulty in recognising the man.
Last week I saw him in the New Street area of
Aylesbury as I drove through — I hooted and called
‘Hi Dave’ but I’'m afraid I got no response.

I recently visited Luton where Dave must work.
What exactly he does to earn a living I have no idea
but he obviously spends hours walking around Lu-
ton. No sooner had I passed him in one street when
lo and behold there he was in the next. Round a
corner and there was Dave. A few minutes later he
appeared again with a small child clutching his
hand. ‘Hi Dave’ — no response.

What amazes me is that he beat me to Bedford. Its
been nice seeing a friendly face I thought as I mo-
tored out of Luton — obviously he doesn’t recognise
me in this car. When I arrived in Bedford there was
Dave, waiting to cross the road at traffic lights — I
stopped and let him across. ‘See you in the pub to-
night’ I called as he walked by —6.30 Club as
usual.’

Rather sadly Dave was not in the Oak that evening
— but no worries — I shall see him in Aylesbury to-
morrow, grab his arm and forcibly take him for a
pint.

Thank you again for publishing the picture.

CALLING ALL GNOMES
The GNOMES Christmas Do is at Kate Curry’s house
Tuesday 12th December - all Gnomes invited

0
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Get The Whole Job Done

No more juggling workmen...
| can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors,
Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted
wardrobes, Plumbing,
Maintenance, Small Building Work.

I Anything considered. Ty ..
Just ask for a free estimate call

‘Chris Dowell
(01525) 270701

Friendly and Professional service. I

' Welcome to......

oven

oven valeting service

Oven Valeting

%4 Removal of all traces of grease, fat, and
other nasty built up layers from ovens,
hobs, extractors or microwaves

%y Spectacular results, 2-4 hours
between appointments

*y No aerosols, no mess, no fuss...

.4 Unique valeting process using Ovenu’s
caustic soda free products.

GALL NOWN

For Local Service

01296 623591

WWW.0vVenu.co.u

Elips@ sty ey

Ladies give your body the attention it
deserves

Arormatherapy Mﬂss;@e _
Facial Trveatnients

Mawnicure Pedicures
Ege Treatneents
Self Tanning

il

| Receive 15% off your first treatment

For a friendly and professional service please call
Clare on Stewkliey (01525) 240249 to book an
appointment or for more information

JESSICA

& ake Baj,

L Calzl

David Rowe Dip Surv MCIOB
Tel : 01296 682529 Mob : 07867 977 575

ARCHITECTURAL & TECHNICAL

DESIGN SERVICES
« HOUSE EXTENSIONS
» LOFT CONVERSIONS
« PLANNING AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS
o NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENT

FROM SCHEME DESIGN TO COMPLETION
NO OBLIGATION-FIRST CONSULATION

[ SRR R
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Burns Night

Arrangements are in hand to hold another Burn’s Night
on

Sat 27" Jan. 2007

in
The Church Room
starting
7.30 for 8.00pm

This year we hope to have a piper and other ‘entertainment’!

Tickets are £15.00 each (all profits to the Czech/Village fun day on the 24" June 2007)

Price includes;-

A welcome sherry
Haggis with a dram of ‘the water of life’
Roast Lamb with selection of vegetables

A Scottish themed pud.
Cheese & biscuits
Coffee

(There will be alternatives to haggis as well as a vegetarian main course if required)
Wine beer port & soft drinks available

Please apply early since numbers will be limited!
Andy Bystra 681690
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ESTONTIA - ANEWHOLIDAY DESTINATION

If you're thinking about taking a break somewhere different for a change - why don't you try ESTONIA?
We've got a new penthouse apartment in Parnu, Estonia’s premier holiday destination - wide safe sandy
beaches, beautiful city parks, national parks, wild life, restaurants and over 100 bars all in one of Europe's
newest holiday destinations and Parnu's beach is listed in the top ten best undiscovered beaches in Europe and
it's so cheap! Our luxury penthouse apartment is in the heart of this great town, sleeps 4, and has a stylish
modern kitchen and bathroom, with two balconies overlooking the rooftops. In the winter, there's loads to do
too, from cross-country skiing, to ice fishing and skidooing. WE HAVE LOTS OF NEW PHOTOS on the LAZY
DOG WEBSITE, but with prices for a week's self catering from just £150 (for up to 4 people), why don't
you give it a go - you'll love it!l See www.lazy-dog.biz

ESTONTIA - INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Estonia has been described as the new European "property hotspot”. The country is receiving huge amounts of
European investment: it has great economic growth, low interest rates and is politically and commercially sta-
ble. It is aiming to adopt the Euro in 12 -18 months. Its capital Tallinn has seen dramatic development and
growth and with that, superb returns on property: property prices rose by 28% in 2005 and forecasts predict
similar rises in 2006/7. It is safe to buy - all property is sold freehold and ownership is NEVER disputed as
every sale is properly recorded at the Land Registry.

We have several new stylish apartments with river mooring in Parnu for sale off plan from £38,000. They can
be yours with just a 20% deposit, the remainder payable when the project is complete in Spring 2007. You can
even get a 70% mortgage.

Our own apartment in Parnu increased by over 10% in value in the first two months and we have seen high
rental yields in the holiday rental market over the summer. You may be interested in investing in Parnu, but
need more information and advice - we have established Parnu Property to assist people in the process; re-
member we have done it - have a read on our site www.parnuproperty.com and give us a call if you wish to ex-
plore the possibilities.

Please contact us for further details:
Andy & Sally, 73 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Bucks, HP22 4LY
Tel: 01296 682716 Mobile: 0774 295 7684

Websites: www.lazy-dog.biz and www.parnuproperty.com
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From Andy Bystra

Rita and I dropped into The Crown at Sydenham (Nr
Thame) for lunch and on showing interest in their vil-
lage magazine were given a copy and came across the
following article.

Amusing Jottings for all ye folks what live g old
houses — LIFE IN THE 1500’s

The next time you are washing your hands and com-
plain because the water temperature isn't just how you
like it, think about how things used to be around the
1500s:

Most people got married in June because they took
their yearly bath in May, and still smelled pretty good
by June. However, they were starting to smell, so
brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body
odour. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet
when getting married.

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The
man of the house had the privilege of the nice clean
water, then all the other sons and men, then the
women and finally the children. Last of all the babies.
By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose
someone in it. Hence the saying, 'Don't throw the baby
out with the Bath water'.

Houses had thatched roofs — thick straw-piled high,
with no wood underneath. It was the only place for
animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small
animals (mice, bugs) lived on the roof. When it rained
it became slippery and sometimes the animals would
slip and fall off the roof. Hence the saying. It's raining
cats and dogs.

There was nothing to stop things from falling into the
house. This posed a real problem in the bedroom
where bugs and other droppings could mess up your
nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a
sheet hung over the top afforded some protection.
That's how canopy beds came into existence.

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something
other than dirt. Hence the saying, Dirt poor'. The
wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the
winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on
floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore
on, they added more thresh until, when you opened
the door, it would all start slipping outside. A piece of
wood was placed in the entranceway. Hence the say-
ing a thresh hold.

In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a
big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day

they lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate
mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They
would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the
pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next
day. Sometimes stew had food ir it that had been there
for quite a while. Hence the rhyme, Peas porridge hot,
peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days
old.

Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them
feel quite special. When visitors came over, they
would hang up their bacon to show off. 11 was a sign
of wealth that a man could, bring home the bacon.
They would cut off a little to share with guests and
would all sit around and chew the fat.

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food
with high acid content caused some of the lead to
leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning death.
This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the
next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered poi-
SOnous.

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The com-
bination would sometimes knock the imbibers out for
a couple of days. Someone walking along the road
would take them for dead and prepare them for burial.
They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of
days and the family would gather around and eat and
drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence
the custom of holding a wake.

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got
the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle,
and guests got the top, or the upper crust.

England is old and small and the local folks started
running out of places to bury people. So they would
dig up coffins and would take the bones to a bone-
house, and reuse the grave. When reopening these cof-
fins, I got out of 25 coffins were found to have scatch
marks on the inside and they realised they had been
burying people alive. So they would tie a string on the
wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up
through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would
have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the grave-
yard shift) to listen for the bell: thus, someone could
be, saved by the bell or was considered a ...dead
ringer.

You country folk have never had it so good and that’s
the truth... Now, whoever said history was boring.
With thanks to Gordon McLeod who wrote this in The
Sydenham Newsletter.

Deceabor 2006
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ACME CARS oo}
HOME & GARDEN
For Your Next Trip For Your home & Garden
REALISTIC ESTIMATES
Airports — Stations — Courier HOME:
Repairs and Alterations
Business Trip — Night Out GARDEN:
Drives, Ponds, Patios and
New Accounts Invited Fencing
25 years experience
Call To Book: Call GERRY on
01525 385000
01296 688776 07905 768331
Based In Wing
Q uality

by Adrian Bysira

Tel:01290 88424

2

www.ambdecorate.com
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Peter Knight's Countryside Diary - November

There is perhaps, just a little more to keeping live-
stock than most people imagine. There is always an
interaction between man and beast be it a mutual
dislike of each other or a trusting relationship. I
grew up amidst small farmers who all had barely
100 acres to farm and whose livelihood depended
on milk productions in a small way.

My uncle farmed a mere 50 acres but 20 cows, 30
sheep, 4 pigs and 200 chickens provided an income
sufficient to raise a family and provide a spring-
board to the tenancy of a large farm later in life.

What I have a job explaining to people nowadays is
that those animals were virtually part of the family.
Many farmers’ wives would say ‘he cares more for
the cows than he does for me and the children’. We
knew every cow as an individual and to an extent
allowed for their individual likes and dislikes. We
liked cows and yes, the cows liked us. The care
shown by most farmers was amazingly deep.

I remember not so many years ago, my Uncle, not a
young man, staying up all night with his hands on a
young cow he thought would die — all night out on
a bleak hillside in November. When I showed sur-
prise he just muttered ‘Well I couldn’t leave her’.

A tough, rough farmer I know would always ac-
company his cows on that last sad journey they had
to take to the abattoir just to be there as a comfort
to them. ‘They have done their best for me, it’s the
least I can do for them’ was what he told me.

Farm animals too have particular friends within the
flock or herd. On leaving College I worked on a
Surrey dairy farm and here were two Ayrshire heif-
ers that were inseparable. They had been reared
together as calves, grazed together as bulling heif-
ers (young females about to be put to calf) and
were always close together as milking cows. We
called them Rosemary and Doreen after two girls
who sought safety from Cirencester students by
being always together. A ploy which seemed to
work until two brothers appeared on the ‘hunting
scene’.

We could not keep one of the bovine Rosemary and
Doreen back at the buildings for say a Vet visit or
the Al man and turn the other out to graze — she
simply would not go. Keep one back and the other
had to stay too.

Alex and I find we have friends among our sheep —
try and separate them and one or the other will look
us straight in the eye and blurt (BAA) telling us

Most of them are individuals within a flock but
there are always one or two cases of ‘best mates’
who want to stay together.

The animals also develop an understanding and un-
canny ability to communicate to the true stockman,
and stockman, of course, always talk to their ani-
mals. I well remember arriving at the gate of one of
our fields to find an agitated sheep waiting for me.
“What’s the matter old girl?’ I drove in and she ran
in front and led me to where her large single lamb
lay dead. She nuzzled it and made those lovely
mewing noises that ewes make in private to their
lambs. I'm so sorry old girl — she looked at me and
pawed the lamb with her front foot. Please do
something she was saying.

I had to leave the dead lamb there for three days
before she would let me take it away. Three days
and nights when she stood over it and guarded her
lamb from attacks from foxes at night and crows
during the day; and every day I went to talk to her
and ask if I could have the carcass.

Stupid animals, dumb animals? Anything but. They
are, | suggest, only as stupid as the person who
doesn’t understand them and, as for dumb, they are
anything but. Communicate they most certainly can
and it only needs a sympathetic person who wants
to learn their language for that communication to
be of benefit to parties.

Years ago most Englishmen were countrymen, hard
bitten maybe but an understanding of the land and
of animals was second nature to them. Few people
these days have instilled in them these truths cer-
tainly not the geniuses who draft our agricultural
legislation. Christmas is coming. Good shepherd,
caring, communication — it all sounds a bit biblical
doesn’t it? — but then, just possibly that is exactly

what it is.

Jore, A

unmistakably what a stupid thing we have done.

December 2006
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herdsires e sales e training e advice e agistment e products

A few acres to spare?  Want to diversify?
Interested in growing your own fibre?

Then ALPACAS might be for you..............

They are members of the Camelid family originating from South America but have adapted well to
life in the UK. They are bred for their soft, light, warm luxurious fibre and calm temperament.

~ We have alpacas for sale & provide help, advice & training to those interested in owning them.

See aur website or contact us for more details

www.livanti-alpacas.co

info@livanti-alpacas.com
01296 682605 07976 67101

s Livanti Alpacas, Aston Abbotts - Home to Champions

Electrical Contractors
and Property Maintenance

~+ Additional sockets to re-wires + Storage Heater installations
| - Showers and immersion heaters « Outside Lighting
| - Electrical testing and inspection « Fault Finding

i+ Portable appliance testing
~+ All types of other domestic maintenance undertaken

* No job to small

+ Free estimates

Tel: 01296 712776  Moblile: 07812 070147  Tel: 01582 668698
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7 SHOP IN THE

LR

e

i

™~y CHURCHROOM

Every Thursday
10.30 - 12.00
Teas & Coffees

This service to the residents of Aston Ab-
botts is being offered by Steve of Wingrave
Post Office and Stores. Teas and coffees are
on sale, so why not pop along, pick up some

groceries and enjoy a chat with your
neighbours.

OTHER FACILITIES OFFERED BY STEVE
PAY YOUR PAPERS
BUY POSTAGE STAMPS
DRY CLEANING TAKEN
DELICIOUS FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

The Druids thought the mistletoe In later centuries it served

Would stop the meanest witches, To force a willing kiss.
Cure the most severe disease, For those reluctant on their own

Keep cradles safe from switches. It was the door to bliss.

Enemies laid down their arms Today it is a symbol of
Beneath its pungent spell. The mystic powers of Earth,
For one whole day they could not fight, For when the sun's about to die

Though hatred fire the will. In love we find rebirth.
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SUMMER NEEDN’T END .... JET AWAY TO THE SUN TODAY

Los Narejos beach

With 320 days average sunshine per
year and probably the best climate in
Europe.... Los Narejos on the shores

It's fantastic for Families.... for Cou-

~ And it’s just a 10 minute transfer

Our modern Beach House has everything you need for a fantastic holiday

¢ 3 bedroom house sleeps up to 7

¢ Double sofa bed, travel cot

e Fully air conditioned — cold and hot

 Bath / shower room + separate shower room
» Fully equipped kitchen with oven, microwave
» Lounge with TV, DVD, CD plus dining area

e Washing machine

¢ 50 metres to sandy beach (5km long)

» Calm, warm sea perfect for children
 Restaurants, bars, supermarkets nearby

* Pedestrianised promenade

» Over 20 golf courses within 20km

» Water sports, horse riding, scuba diving etc
« Thermal spas, salt bath, culture & history

Direct low cost flights from Luton Airport to Murcia San Javier with Ryan Air
Also Stansted (Ryan Air), Gatwick (easy Jet), Birmingham (FlyBE) and other UK airports

Available Half Term, Winter and Christmas 2006 and throughout 2007

Low Season £ 260.00 / week (€ 400)
28" October - 19% December2006
6% January — 4™ April 2007

High season £ 350.00 / week (€ 550)
1% July — 15™ September 2007

Mid season £ 300.00 / week (€ 450)
20" - 27% October 2006

20" December 2006 — 5% January 2007

5t April 2007 — 30" June 2007

16" September — 28" October 2007

For more information or to book call Andi or Becky Swain on
01296 670388 or visit our web site at www.espanolvilla.com
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ALLOTMENT DIARY

As a result of my endeavours removing the
weeds from my allotment, I now have a nettle
mountain, which, if I’'m lucky, may one day turn
into a compost heap! I have also started putting
some piles of two-year old compost on my allot-
ment, ready to be spread, and in due course, ro-
tavated in. As usual, I am lagging behind
(perhaps I should give up being an author as
well as a gardener?) — a number of allotmenteers
have already de-weeded their patches and spread
manure on them. My son, Adam, tells me that he
has acquired some old carpet for me, so that I
can take a leaf out of Simon Guy’s book, and
put this down to try to kill off a strip of grass
and weeds that I have not previously been able
to tackle.

Most of the vegetables have of course been har-
vested: I am left with only leeks, Brussels
sprouts and some cabbages — but there is of
course a good stock of veggies in the freezer, as
well as sacks of potatoes and strings of onions,

so that Mr. Tesco will not get my custom at his
greengrocery counter for a little while yet.

I was reading an article recently which made me
realise yet again how lucky we are to live in
England. It was by Marina Lewycka, who, as
some of you may know, wrote one of the big
best-selling books of 2006, “A Short History of
Tractors in Ukrainian”. (And which 1 strongly
recommend). Her family, as you might guess,
came from Ukraine, and she was born in a refu-
gee camp in Kiel, Germany during World War
I1. They came to Britain after the war, and until
recently, she had never been back. When she
did, and met members of her remoter family
who still lived there, she discovered that, despite
the abject poverty in which most of the popula-
tion lived, it was very common for people in
Ukraine who lived in cities there to have a small
house in the country. However, to think of the
house as a Russian-style dacha or holiday home,
would be a mistake: many of the houses were
little more than shacks or hovels. The reason
why they continued to be used was that each of
them would have a parcel of land around it, and
since most of the city dwellers there lived in
flats, without gardens, they all cultivated every
square inch of their land in the country to grow
vegetables. They were basically allotments with
minimum living accommodation on them.

Here in Britain, people who have allotments cul-
tivate them as a pleasure (although when one
spends hours pulling up weeds, it does not al-
ways seem like it). In Ukraine these small coun-
try house gardens are a means of surviving, and
making sure that one’s family has enough food
to eat: or to sell in the market to augment one’s
income. This is something to remember next
time you come in, tired, and muscles aching,
after a spell of digging or weeding.

Peter Shorrock

Call a spade a spade [an extract from POSH by Michael Quinion]

Most people know that to call a spade a spade means that we should avoid euphemism, be straightforward, use blunt or plain lan-
guage, to tell it how it is. Most also know that spade is a rather outmoded derogatory slang term for an African-American. Many
people in the USA regard it as a racist comparison.. The oddity is that it’s a mistranslation. The original was an ancient Greek prov-
erb which might be translated as ‘to call a fig a fig, a trough a trough’. This appears in Aristophanes’ play The Clouds, dated 423BC,
and the Greek writer Plutarch also used it. His word was skaphe, a hollw object, variously a trough, basin, bowl, or boat. When he
translated Plutarch into Latin, the medieval scholar Erasmus misread it as skapheion, the Greek word for a digging tool. Nicholas
Udall copied him when making his 1542 English version. The phrase has been in the language ever since.
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2 % Sunshine Nursery in Wing
%%&

<
Fun, stimulating and structured activities

in a loving environment for all children
between the ages of 2-5.

WING

Large indoor play area, as well as a secure garden.

Great marks in the latest OFSTED inspection (Jun '04).
No need for your child to be potty trained.

Friendly, experienced & qualified staff.

Spaces now available, no need to join at start of a term.
Mon - Fri 09.15 - 11.45 (age group: 21/2 - 5)
Yuesdays 12.30 - 2.45 (rising 4's - preparing for school)
Fridays 12.30 - 2.30 (2+ session)

Grants for children aged 3 years old upwards (*)

Only £6.50 per session for under 3 year olds.

To enrol a child, or for further information, please contact

® Sam Mock (Nursery Manager)
on 07931 661739 (during the above sessions)
or 01296 334003
& The Scout Hut, The Lands, Wing, Bucks, LU7 OND

[CHeReNoN RNl E)

Registered Charity Number 1039320

(*)Anything up to 4 sessions per week is paid for by Bucks County
Council - the nursery is eligible to apply for funding for children
aged 3 upwards (subject to availability). More information is available.

‘
i

Benham & Williams

For a friendly and
professional service
for your business
and taxation matters

Accountants
and Business Advisers

Preparation of accounts for businesses of all
sizes
Business start-ups
Book-keeping, including VAT returns
Income and Corporation tax
Tax Returns for individuals, businesses and
companies
Payroll Bureau

Tel: 01296 611511
Fax: 01296 611515
e-mali: Info@benham-williams.co.uk

Ashton House, 14 Granville Street, Ayleshury,
Buckinghamshire. HP20 2JR

h FULLY LICENSED PRIVATE HIRE OPERATOR

BUTLERS

AT YOUR SERVICE

We specialise in airport and long distance work:-
* Fixed prices - what we quote is what you pay

* No additional charge for weekends, bank holidays
unsocial hours

* Absolutely no hidden charge

* Modern air conditioned cars

FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE
Please Ring Colin on:-

01296 583577
07802 746711

E-mail: colin.butler@taxidriver.co.uk
www.butlers-private-hire-cars-aylesbury.com

53 Ramworth Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7EY

QUALIFIED CARPENTER

RELIABLE WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

KITCHEN, FLOORING, WARDROBES, DOORS,
DECKING, ANY HOUSEHOLD CARPENTRY
NO JOB 00 SMALL

COME ON LADIES! GET SOMEONE ELSE TO
DO ALL THOSE JOBS YOU'VE BEEN ASKING
HUBBY TO DO FOR AGES!

PHONE ANDY ON: 01525 240691
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A418 Improvements
Article published in The Bucks Herald 15" November

Wing bypass: Decision due in New Year

Bucks County Council has thanked all residents and interested parties who filled in more than 2000 question-
naires and wrote letters in response to the A418 wing bypass proposals.

Options for improvements to the A418 between Hulcott cross-roads and the A505 roundabout were displayed

at public exhibitions at Wing Village Hall and Wingrave Community Centre and the county council and a
public consultation about the scheme was held from June 7 until September 29.

The proposed ‘blue route’ provoked a strong reaction from residents of Mentmore and a protest group has put
up posters opposing the route all around the village.

Both Mentmore Parish Council and Cheddington Parish council have voiced opposition to the proposed ‘blue
route’ due to concerns about the increase in traffic, noise and pollution.

Bucks County Council has said that, due to the large number of responses received from the public consulta-
tion and the need to investigate in more detail some of the concerns raised, the timescale for making a decision
regarding the choice of route will now take longer than previously expected.

It is now anticipated that the announcement of the way forward will be made some time in the New Year.

Valerie Letheren, potfolio holder for transportation said, ‘We have had very good feedback for this consulta-
tion and I would like to thank everyone who contributed.’

Royal Mail postal scam. FOWL JOKES
Why did the chicken cross the playground?
Please be aware that around this time, especially as He wanted to get to the other slide.

Xmas is fast approaching, a postal scam may land in

you letter box - it has been confirmed by Royal Mail. Why didn’t the chicken skeleton cross the road?

Because he didn’t have much guts.

The Trading Standards Office are making people
aware of the following scam :

A card is posted through your door from a company
called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that
they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you
need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a premium
rate number). DO NOT call this number, as this is a
mail scam originating from Belize. If you call the
number and you start to hear a recorded message you
will already have been billed £15 for the phone call.

If you do receive a card with these details, then
please contact Royal Mail Fraud on 02072396655 or

ICSTIS (the premium rate service regulator) at Which day of the week to chickens hate most?
www.icstis.org.uk <http://www.icstis.org.uk/> or

your local trading standards office. This is a genuine ) . .
scam and is under investigation by ICSTIS What do you get if you cross a chicken with a bell?

A bird that has to ring its own neck.
Why did the turkey cross the road?
To prove he wasn’t a chicken.

Fry-day.
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CLASS 1: NEW SLOE

This 3ear’5 Sloes in gin or other spirit

CIASS 2: OLD SLO€ .
Earlier vintage In gin or other spirit ‘

CIXASS 3 : HEDGEROW LIQUEURC

Tastmg bg entrants and others 1Cor charxtable clonatson

BUFFET @ ¢

Tﬁuu a litre of Zinanc { drmk half of it. Add about 150g, Boz) sugar. il up to the neck with frozen
sloes or jrrc‘sh sik IES Pric ked to c‘\PU%F the Hlesh. sh: %LF the Eoi”tgﬁ ddxlc. antl the sugar dissolves

and then once or twice a week until mid November when it snozm"l he left to settle.

L

DS,

Just before the tasting decant into the final container Huougn afunnel lined with cotfee fliter to remove

R
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Forget the stress of Christmas.
Come along and get in the festive spirit at the ever popular

Christingle and Carol Service

being held in

Aston Abbotts Church

on the

17" December

starting

3.00 pm

Come and sing Carols accompanied
by
The Rowsham Band
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LAWNMOWERS
GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - RepaIRs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

' RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

1 ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED EEZN

[ WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey-Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 01296-681543

Your local MOT centre

By appointment 9.00am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
Free retests

Servicing and Repairs
Petrol and Diesel Sales

Bottled Gas stockist

**** Free Courtesy Car ****
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest jobl Most credit cards taken
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You deserve the best

Internet, e-mail and text messaging
§

If you are thinking of moving in the
near future or in the next couple of
months then you really need to talk to
us first. Without obligation we will be
pleased to offer you both professional
and realistic advice about your proposed
property move. We will be able to
demonstrate to you quickly why you
should use our services, as we believe
that you reaily Do Deserve The Best'.

Realistic valuations

Full colour details M()]’tg E

Our customers are everything to us and we will
make sure that we deliver to you the care and
attention that you need to make sure your
property move is as trouble free as is possible.
Our high profile presence and carefully targeted
marketing strategies mean that your property
receives the maximum exposure that it deserves.
We will be working hard to make sure that your
property is viewed in the right place, at the
tight time and to the right people.

Backed by years of experience, the Hartwell

Sales

Town, village & ¢

3

conveyancing arranged

S YOUR HOME IS AT RISK {F YOU DU NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A
] MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT, ALL LOANS ARE SUBIECT

S
arranged

Partnership ethos reflects the traditional values
of integrity, attentiveness and commitment,
which are supported by the latest technology,
which combine to ensure an unbeatable
personal service.

At Hartwell Partnership we never forget that
our success is driven by delivering client
satisfaction and maintaining a reputation for
excellence in the locality as a professional
residential estate agent.

TO STATUS, WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

Hlorvolh P peship,
Lo RGad,
Wiy Bucks

P abi

012906 668889

letting agents

www harbwellparinership.co.uk

Deceacbor 2006
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Freelance professional florist

BB

For all your floristry requirements

Specialising in weddings and functions

Using only the freshest flowers from Dutch and i "
Founded in 1963

English suppliers.
Meadow hire
01442 876009

S B e B e e By e S B Sie S B e e Bue S

For weddings, parties etc. quality china, cutlery,

ﬁﬂassware, table linen and much more all available for hire. Hog Lane, Ashley Green, Bucks

] Open 7 days a week 10.30 am — 2.00 pm
% CONTACTUSON: P P
8 Office 01296 6838852 Please call or visit the office if you are
P Mobile 07984 392136 . .

o] interested in :-

b - adopting a dog - assisting with fundraisin
7 : pting g g g
' - dog walking - donating blankets/towels

E g

:g% W\g &%\ collars/leads/money

5 l 2\’/ 56 No Dog Needlessly Destroyed

% OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE : .meadowflowers.co. -%ﬁg Registered Charity 257557 www.cdrs.btinternet.co.uk
4 7 7 Mix e Wig W Va WiE Wi

e Tree Surgery, Removal, Pruning
¢ Tree Reports and Consultancy

e Hedge Trimming, Stump Grinding

¢ Fully qualified and insured -
Dip. Sci. Arb; NPT.C.

TREE STRATEGIES
¢ 15 Years Arboricultural Experience

01296 620 620 07921 366 102
treestrategies@msn.com www.treestrategies.co.uk

Your Local Qualified Tree Professionals
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The Aston Abbotts and Cublington
Ladies Club meets twice a month in
the Church Room, Aston Abbotts.
All ladies from Astor Abbotts and
Cublington are very welcome.
Please contact Shirley Ford on

681865 for more information.

ASTON ABBOTTS & CUBLINGTON LADIES CLUB

2" Nov.

15 members were present at today’s AGM. Shirley Ford acted as Chair-
man as Joan Alexander was indisposed.

The Chairman’s report was read followed by the Treasurer, Programme
Secretary and Social Secretaries giving their reports. All officers were
thanked for their hard work, after which Club members voted the com-
mittee back into office ‘en bloc.

The business over, Mrs Rachel Mack from Cublington presented an
excellent range of cards which she had bought along for members to
buy.

Tea hostesses today were Christine Scott and Carol Morris. The raffle
was won by Daphne Rogers

16" Nov.

18 members were present at today’s meeting. The minutes were read
and signed. After a short business meeting, Joan Alexander introduced
our speaker, Mrs Sally Slade who had come along to give us a talk
about furniture restoration. She was a lively, bubbly speaker with many
amusing anecdotes about furniture and the people who had been a part
of her life for so long. She was thanked by April Cumow.

Tea hostesses today were June Brine and Avril Bradley Davis.
The raffle was won by Beryl Shone Shirley Ford.

This month’s Events

December 14th ‘Carol Service’ - Aston Abbotts

January 4th Members Outing

January 15th ‘The Austrian Tyrol’ - slides - John Cornwall

TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN
THE CHRONICLE PLEASE
CONTACT PHIL CORRIGAN
ON

01296 688191

CHURCH
ROOM
BOOKINGS

Please contact Colin Higgs on
681343 if you wish to book the
Church Room

Rates are as follows:
For Villagers:
£5 per hour (plus metered electricity)

and £50 Booking Deposit
(Returnable)

For Non-Villagers:
£10 per hour (plus electricity)

and £50 Booking Deposit
(Returnable)

SOMETHING DIFFERENT
FOR CHRISTMAS

Carrots with a rich glaze made
with brown sugar, plum wine and
fresh ginger.

Ingredients:

2 1bs carrots, trimmed, peeled and cut into
rounds, 1/3 inch thick (or the equivalent
amount of packaged baby carrots)

2 Tbsp brown sugar

1 Tbsp minced fresh ginger root

3 Tbsp butter

1 tsp lemon zest

2 cups water

Salt

1/4 cup plum wine (or sweet sherry)

1 Tbsp lemon juice

2 Tbsp minced crystallized ginger

Method: Place carrots in large heavy sauce-
pan, add 1 tbsp of sugar, ginger root, 1 thsp of
butter, lemon zest, water and salt to taste.
Bring to boiling over medium heat. Cover and
lower heat. Simmer 10 minutes, or until car-
rots are tender but still slightly crunchy. Drain
and reserve. Place remaining butter and sugar
in saucepan, place over medium heat and
cook, stirring, until butter melts and dissolves
the sugar. Add carrots and cook, tossing, until
coated with butter and sugar. Add wine,
lemon juice and crystallized ginger. Cook and
toss until heated through. Serves 8

Decsnber 2006
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LOUISE DAVIS CATERING

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 01 296 6411 79

WINGRA VE PRE—SCHOOZN YOGA

OFSTED INSPECTED
WEEDON OLD SCHOOL
THURSDAY 19.30 - 21.00

For children aged 2% - 5 years
Monday - Friday 9.30-12.00
The Community Centre, Church St, Wingrave

"‘a:ww‘
' W}Qunlnfled staff - KEY WORKER appointed to each chlld*%?
= Dedicated educational sessions for all 4+ children »

Government-funded voucher scheme for 3-4 yr olds

» Children's learning is promoted ina

FRIENDLY & FUN atmosphere Come and join this small

friendly class

= Contact: Claire Upton/Pre-School Leader
01296 681700 - 0787 078757& _

Terri-Anne Perkins %@ o
01296 681963 &

Ring Paul Blissett on 07963 011796

Es - o,
B o e B B
Y B, 3 3 i
I 5 TR el Bp
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These puzzling words and shapes,
and their positions, can be used to
derive a word or saying:-

For example
MEREPEAT
Answer: Repeat after me

So see how you get on with these -
answers on Page 31

GR 12” AVE

faredce

cotaxme

kk
ce
uu
tt
SS
word word word word

insult + injury

no ways it ways

gesg
segg
gegs
gges

I found the answers more interesting
than the questions. ED

YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL

PETER SHORROCK (Chairman)
Oak Farm House ~ 681260

KATE CURRY (Parish Clerk)
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane ~ 681137

' COLIN HIGGS
6 Wingrave Road ~ 681343

MARGARET KENT
6 The Green ~ 681454

RICHARD CLARKE
Maplewood, The Green ~ 681286

JACKIE FARRANDS
1 Norduck Cottages ~ 681182

DICKIE DICKEN
Norduck House ~ 688577

TOM MANNING
The Bungalow, West Park Farm, Wing,
Beds, LU70PG

District Councillor

PETER COOPER
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham ~ 681250

County Councillor
QUINTIN INGS-CHAMBERS

Margaret Kent is Street Light Officer, so peaple should let her know if a
light isn't working. Number above.

100 CLUB WINNERS FOR
NOVEMBER

£50 Mr A Ford
£10 Mr C Smart

Parochial Church Council

Rev Derek Witchell Gordon Kemp 681763
Shirley Ford 681865 Ann Goodman 681763
Andrew Ford 681865 Colin Higgs 681343
Andy Bystra 681690 April Curnow 681459
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O A L E S

As the largest firm of
solicitors in the area we
provide comprehensive
expertise in a whole
range of legal services
including:-

* Family

» Conveyancing

* Wills & Probate

* Dispute Resolution
* Commercial

* Employment

* Agricultural

* Personal Injury

* Advice to the Elderly

14 Bourbon Street
Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire
HP20 2RS

Tel: 01296 318500
Fax: 01296 318531

www.parrott-coales.co.uk

LawNet = -
Quality Stardud L
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The Chronicle Crossword

December 2006
1 2 3 4 s P . NOV SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
- . 1 Limited 5 Opaque
8 9 8 Genre 9 Freehold

11 2

15 16 17 i8

23

27

31

11 Try it on 13 Landing
15 Nappy 17 Supercede
1 20 On the mend 23 Isles
25 Shows up 27 Chester
29 Good mood 31 Carla
32 Bounce 33 Sanctum

DOWN

1 Lighten 2 Money

3 Tee 4 Defends

5 Overlap 6 Ashen

28 7UCL 10 Ague

12 Thyme 14 Ideal

16 Patio 18 Urn

19 Raise 20 Ouse

21 Explode 22 Decodes
24 Sarcasm 26 Sedan

33

28 Tarot 30 Omo

ACROSS

1 Rudolph has one 3-4

5 Brawls (6)

8 Wears a Red uniform (5)
9 Santa’s helper (8)

11 Get to the beans (4-3)

13 Inert gas (7)

15 Deais with re-cycling (1-1-1-1-1)
17 Not friends (9)

20 Comes in December (9)

23 Sudden intake of breath (5)
25 Small children (7)

27 Not inside (7)

29 Do this in winter (4-4)

31 Not expensive (5)

32 Used with DJ (3-3)

33 Small lumps or swellings (7)

Wishing yow all o Happy Christmay
and New Year —

Rod Rothero-

DOWN

1 Answer (7)

2 Stands in the corner (5)

3 Plural of ovum (3)

4 Sent to buy (7)

5 Bum unsteadily (7)

6 Lightheaded (5)

7 Digit (3)

10  Finishes (4)

12 See 8 across (5)

14 Used to hang decorations on (5)
16  Sacked (5)

18  Putincups (3)

19  Notday (5)

20  Christmas ----(4)

21 E-mail from you to me (7)
22 Built from the white stuff (7)
24 Used to fix railway lines (7)
26  Give information (2-3)

28 My turn with the cards (1-4)
30 Self conceit (3)

31 Served with chips (3)

Decewbor 2006
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Suzy's Murals THE CHRONICLE

Advertising rates per annum

Make your child's

FULL PAGE Back  £100
bedroom a place they fnside £ 30
WANT to be HALF PAGE Inside £ 40

QUARTER PAGE Inside £25

With a personalised

hand painted mural on ONE OFFS Full  £20
their bedroom wall. Half  £15
Quarter £10
Alfernqﬁvely' how about a hand pqin‘l'ed Seasonal and short term ads are also accepted at
) ] these rates
canvas of their favourite character or a
‘ Send copy and cheque payable to
personalised door plaque? “The Chronicle’ to
See more examples of my work at: Phil Corrigan
5, Nash’s Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks
www . suzysmurals.co.uk 01296 688191
Or call me on (01 525) 270701 corriganpc@aol.com

.I-.-..--.-..--..I..-..I-.lll.I

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams

v Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v" Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207

" "n " " " " e e e e e e e " " "

Pye 30 - The CHRONICLE Decenber 2006

e e e e e



The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club Colin Higgs 681343 Parish Clerk Kate Curry 681137
630 Club Andy Bystra 681690 Parish Council Leader  Peter Shorrock 681260
AVDC Switchboard 585858 Police Emergencies 999
Buses L&S 415468 Police Non-emergency 0845 8 505 505
Chronicle Advertising  Phil Corrigan 688191 Police Aylesbury 396000
Chronicle Distribution ~ Andy Bystra 681690 Police Wing Police Office 396163
Chronicle Editorial John Hardcastle 688070 Railways Chiltern 0870 516 5165
Church Mowing Rota ~ Gordon Kemp 681763 Rambler's Club Colin Higgs 681343
Church Room Hire - Colin Higgs 681343 Rector Reverend Derek Witchell

Citizens Advice Aylesbury 0870 126 4056 Refuse Collection Enquiries 585510
Coach Trips Colin Higgs 681343 Roads & Transport Colin Higgs 681343
Council Aylesbury Vale District 585858 Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult 681262
Council Bucks County Council 395000 RSPCA General Enquiries 08705 555 999
District Councillor Peter Cooper 681250 Scouts Julia Ellis 681118
Fete Coordinator TBA Toddlers Group Claire Greswell 682949
Floral Class Colin Higgs 681343 Whist Colin Higgs 681343
GN.OME.S. Carol Spooner 681544 Wingrave Preschool Claire Upton 681700
Hospital Stoke Mandeville 315000 Wingrave Post Office (PO only) 682964
l.adies Club Shirley Ford 681865 Wingrave Post Office  (Stores) 681696
L BO Reports Colin Higgs 681343 Wingrave School Office 681436
Milkman Ron Miller Dairies 482838

Mobile Library Buckingham Library 01280 813229 ..
NHS Direct 24hr Medical Advice Line 0845 46 47 Please tet us Rnouw of any eviors ox omisoions

Get from arrow to arrow - you can go over or under.

You could advertise here -
phone Phil Corrigan 01296 688191

Place the digits from 1 to 9 into the circles so that the sum of the
numbers in each straight line is the same - see page 35 for solution

ANSWERS

One foot in the grave Red in the face Income Tax Too stuck up for words
No two ways aboutit Syrup Scrambled eggs

Adding insult to injury
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Trendz
Unisex hair salon
Call for appointment on
01296 681282 -
Or 07766656411

Price fist
Styling
Cut & finish.....£20.00
Wet cut.....£15.00
Blow dry (short hair).....£10.00
Blow dry (lohg hair).....€14.00
Basic hair up....... £20.00
SChatmpoo, set ¢ put up.....£30.00
Shampoo & set.....£15.00

Mens
Cut ¢ finish....... £1¢.00
Wet cut......£10.00
Cap hi lites.....£15.00

Colour
Full head tint.....£31.00
Regrowrth tint.....£27.50
Full bead hi tites....£40.00
Half head hi lites....£27.50

Hair extensions
European hutoab hair
Half head from......£190.00
Full head frof.....£290.00
Above prices inClude ohe colour for a
second cofour extra....£50.00

TRemoVal of hair extensions....£40.00

Manicures and pedicures
File ¢ paint...£8.50
Full manicure....£20.00
‘Pedicure.....£25.00

Bridal sevvices

Bridat hair ........£90.00
Bridal make up.....£60.00
Inciuding trial before and on wedding

Call for a free consultation
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St James Church

Our new Vicar Licensed!

Derek Witchell was officially licensed as our new Vicar at a ceremony held in a in a packed Wingrave church
on the 9" Nov. The impressive service was conducted by the Bishop of Buckingham, the Right Reverend Alan

Wilson and our own Church Wardens, Shirley Ford and Colin Higgs took part.

The service is both a legal act and an act of worship. It marks the beginning of Derek's ministry in the benefice and a
new stage in the life of the parishes of Aston Abbotts, Cublington, Wing and Wingrave.

After the service there was a chance to enjoy the very nice buffet provided by the ‘Wingrave ladies’ and chat with some
of Derek’s & Debbie’s friends who had come along and members of other parishes in the Benifice.

The Vicars first service at AA

Derek will conduct his first service in Aston Abbotts on Sunday the 10* of December commencing 10.00am. If the service he
held in Cublington was anything to go by, it will be very ‘user friendly’ and an altogether enjoyable experience.

Derek and his wife Debbie have already visited our Thursday morning coffee mornings on two occasions and Debbie and their
daughter joined the Gnomes one evening. It seems clear that despite his many duties in the other three parishes, Aston Abbotts will

feature prominently on Derek’s calendar!

I am sure many of you would like to extend a very warm ‘Aston Abbotts’ welcome to him and his family, so, please come along to

his first service here and show your support.
Mulled wine and mince pies will be served after the Service.

Evensong services in Aston Abbotts

These are held on one Sunday each month in our village church and commence at 6.00pm. They are usually
conducted by Colin Smart, and, with our very own Nigel Palmer playing the organ, are becoming increasingly
popular. If you would like to come along to these friendly and uplifting services, please make a note that the

first four in 2007 are to be held on;-

Jan. 28%February 25% March 25" and April 22™

a bee

“At Christimas-time, when we receive presents we don’t really
need, God offers us a gift we cannot do without”.

So how is the Christmas shopping going? Is it all finished? Have
you resorted to vouchers this year? Or are you trying to put the
whole stressful business off till the last minute?

Do you worry about what people might think of our gifts?

If so then here’s some advice to help you.

But first, let me introduce myself. My name is Derek Witchell
and I’ve recently taken up the post of Priest in Charge of the par-
ishes of Wing, Wingrave, Aston Abbotts and Cublington. I’'m
married to Debbie and we have two grown up children, Chris and
Sarah, still living with us but hopefully not still job hunting by
the time you read this! You’ll find us, together with Tess the dog,
at the Wing vicarage on Aylesbury Road. Before moving to
Wing I was a curate at Bloxham, a village just south of Banbury,
and before that we all lived in Thame where I had an Architec-
tural practice (one or two of you are living in one of my ‘blots’!).

While in Thame God offered me the gift of working for Him full
time. When I accepted that gift He opened the way for me to
train whilst I worked, and my journey with Him has brought us to
these four parishes and the wonderful people who live here and
who have made us so welcome,

The thing about God’s gifts is that they are always the best thing
for us. He takes time to consider who we are and to choose the
gift accordingly. God gave us the gift of His creation and took
the chance that we’d make a mess of it. God gave us the gift of
our lives and gives us the choice of what we do with it. At Christ-
mas-time we remember that God offers us the gifts of His never-
ending love and a personal relationship with Him through His
son Jesus and takes the risk that we’ll reject them.

And that brings me to the advice to help you with your Christmas
shopping. Follow the example set by God and take time to select
an appropriate gift for each person — don’t swamp them with
quantity, just choose one. Yes, I know we live busy lives, but
selecting and giving gifts takes sacrifice and risk. God sets the
example by only giving what is best to us, carefully selected. Try
it! Remember that ‘the best’ gift may have nothing to do with
expense, or even a ‘thing’. It may just be a hug, or spending time
together.

Debbie and I hope you will discover how liberating and enjoy-
able it can be giving someone ‘the best’(even those we find hard
to love!). And we wish you a blessed, refreshing and peaceful
Christmas.

Shalom Derek

(if you’d like to discuss anything in this article further then please ring
Derek on 682320)

Daceaber 2006
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Aylesbury and Bucks
Pest Control by MSC Litd

Environment Agency Certificate Number TWE/673982
Member of British Institutes of Cleaning Science BiCS

‘Don’t get stung this summer’
by unwanted guests

Wasps, Mice, Rats, Squirrels, Crows,
Pigeons, Rabbits, Foxes.

Agricultural — Equestrian — Commercial
Domestic — Local Authority

Control — Eradication and Prevention
Netting — Trapping — Baiting
Cleaning and Removal of Feral Bird mess and nests

Power Wash Cleaning and Renovation of
Patios, Driveways, Brick and Stone.

24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Call Jim on
Office 01296-424284 Mobile 07950-379250

or Email on jim@mtsfc.co.uk
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What's On In December

Wednesday 6th C/ClIr Quinton Ings Chambers Meeting Cublington

Thursday 7th Coffee/Shop 10.30 - 12noon Church Room
Whist Drive 7.30pm Church Room

Saturday 10th Parish Communion 10am St James Church

Wednesday 13th Visiting Bell Ringers 10am St James Church

Thursday 14th Coffee Shop Church Room
Ladies Club

Friday 15th Rambling Club Xmas Dinner 6.30  Queens Head

Sunday 17th : Christingle Service 3pm St James Church

Monday 13th Village Freighter 12noon - 3.30pm

Thursday 21st Coffee/Shop 10.30 - 12noon Church Room
Christmas Whist Drive 7.30 Church Room

Monday 25th Parish Communion 10am St James Church

Christmas Day (all very welcome)

Tuesday 26th Village Footpath Walk 2pm The Green

Boxing Day (walk off that excess)

Monday 1st January

New Years Day Holiday

2007

Thursday 4th Coffee Shop 10.30 - 12noon Church Room
Whist Drive 7.30pm Church Room

BOOK THESE DATES

Sunday 24th June British Legion/Czech Connection

. More details of events later
Saturday/Sunday 21/22nd July Festival Weekend

Bus Service

Z&S have indicated they may introduce an early morning bus (Monday -
Friday) as follows:-

Aylesbury 6.30 Wingrave 6.40 Aston Abbotts 6.45
Cublington 6.55 to Leighton Buzzard Station
Please let me know if you would use it - phone 681343 Colin Higgs

Classified

FOR SALE Upright Mahogany Piano. Makers Emmerson London.
Sold by Purrett & Co Leighton Buzzard. Price £100 call 01296 681305

Address

Please note that all
submissions for the
Chronicle should be sent to
John Hardcastle, Marloes,
Lines Hill, Aston Abbotts,
Bucks. HP22 4NG

Email submissions to:
editor@aachronicle.co.uk

Please don’t forget to tell us of any
events that you would like included
in the What'’s On list

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE in The
Chronicle. Phone us on 01296 688191 or
email editor@aachronicle.co.uk

630 Club

/Fvﬂx«‘\

)

630 Members are champing at the
bit. The Christmas Dinner on
22nd December at The Dog House
is eagerly being looked forward
to. Despite it being the shortest
day of the year members are in-
tent on making it the longest night
of the year. If you’ve not chosen
your meal then you need to con-
tact Andy Bystra pronto as a bowl
of dog biscuits may be all that’s
now available.

Docenber 2006
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ALISON AND DAVE

WiSH ALL OF THEIR FRIENDS IN ASTON ABBOTTS

A MERRY GHRISTMAS

AND

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Dave and Rfison Hosk a Pre-Xmas Wine Tasting...

THAT'S A
MIcE WINE

NO IT'S NOT

You
CONTRADICT
EVERMTHING
1 SAY

NO I DON'TH

A former
Chronicle
editor

Il Electronics - Purveyors of plasma screens to the gentry
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